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Bulgaria 

OB, Organization of PR0N0, and 
Miscellaneous Military Information 


DATE DISTR. 4 Feb. 1955 
NO. OF PAGES 8 



THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION 



This report was prepared by a Department of the Army interrogator 
ana is forwarded essentially as received. 
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ORDER OP BATTLE 



Military Districts 

Unit or Agency 

Subordination 

Location 

PPM 

1st, 2d, 3d Sofia 

Unk 

Sofia, corner of 

Unk 

Military Districts 


Serdlka and Tria- 
ditsa ulltsa 



These were purely administrative units with a lieutenant colonel in 
charge and wlthafew soldiers who did office work. These units were not 
military districts, in the usual sense of the word in the USSR or its 
Satellites, but were draft-registration offices which corresponded to 
the three "military districts" into whioh Sofia was divided. 

2, Reception Centers 

Unit or Agency Subordination Location PPN 

U/i reception point Unk Sofia: Stalin Ele- Unk 

for inductees mentWy Sohool on 

Klokotnltza ulltsa 

This was one of a number of reception points called komma ndos . 
Source believed that these kommandos were normally numbered from one 
to twelve although other numbers were also used. These numbers were 
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probably arbitrarily- chosen and' had no deflnilre recurring pattern. 

They were subject to change and were, in fact, codes Which indicated the 
induction station to be used by a group of draftees and their 

ultimate assignment or destination. On 28 October 1952, Kommando No. 

11 was designated to' hoth the reception point and to all inductees who 
reported; there who were destined for assignment with infantry troops 
along the Turkish border . On 1 February 1953, Kommando No. 200 was 
designated to both the reception point and to source's group, which . 
Was destined for duty with the Labor troops Brigade (Trudova Brigade) . 
Airoy and- labor service personnel were inducted through these recep- 
tion points, but source did not know about reception points for other 
armed services, including the security forces. 

Military Construction 

Unit or Agency Subordination Location 

Capital Construe- Ministry of National Sofia 

tlon Office (KE0) Defense 

Jh® Capital Construction Office (Kvartirno Eksploatatsiono Odelene - 
Kjio-also known as Kapitalno Stroitelstvo) supervised and initiated 

wis Lt CorKeYNOruS)? 3 ±n Bulgarla ” In Se Ptember 1953, its chief 
Planning and Administration 


FPN 

35^70 


Salt or Agency Subordination Location 

Planning Organ iza- Ministry of Sofia 

tlon of the Mini- National Defense 

stry of National 
Defense (PR0N0) 


FPN 

Unk 


PR0N0 was a civilian organization which worked only for military 
needs, it planned all construction of casernes, stables, warehouses, 
wuunltlon dumps , etc. (See page '7 for an organizational chart of 
PR0N0) . In September 1953, the director was Rasho Rashev. 2 Although 
directly under the Ministry of National Defense, PR0N0 received 
occasional orders and directives directly from KE0. 


Unit or Agency Subordination Location 


FPN 


Chief Adrainistra- Council of 
tion of Labor Troops Ministers 
Brigade 


Sofia, Tsar Krum 1300 (?) 

ulltsa 


Up to about May 195^, this agency was under the Ministry of 0 National 
Defense. The director was a Trudovak colonel, DIM0V (fnu). 


Repair Shop 

Unit or Agency 

Fabrika Gorna 
Banya (Gorna Banya 
Factory) 


Subordination Location 


Chief Administra- 
tion of Labor Ser- 
vice 


Gorna Banya, 
southwest of 
suburban Sofia 


FPN 

Unk 


Lt Col TRIFUN0V (fnu), of the Labor Troops Brigade, was in charge but 
was relieved and demoted for neglect of duty,* in summer 1953. The fac- 
tory was an automotive repair shop for government civilian and military 
vehicles. It employed about 100 workers and repaired trucks, trac- 
tors, and pneumatic drills. ' 


SECRET 


Approved For Release 2001/09/05 : CIA-RDP82-00046R000400340005-5 



25X1 A 


Approved For Release 2001/09/05 : 


■00046R0004003400 


6. Labor Service Unita 

Unit or Afiency 

2800th Labor 
Brigade 


Subordination 

Chief Administra- 
tion of Labor 
Service 


Spebodol, 
5 km west 
of Sofia 


In fferch 1953, the CO was a Trudovafc lieutenant colonel, STOYADIN0V (fnu). 


2830th Labor Bat- 
talion 


Subordination 


28p0th Labor 
Brigade 


Location 

Vidln 
(N 44-00, 
E 22-51) 




Unit or Agency 

286o Labor Com- 
pany 


Subordination 

2830 Labor Bat- 
talion 


Location 

Zhivovtsl 
(N 43-24, 
E 23-08) 


[pnan+°^ information : March 1953) The CO was a Trudovak first Hen 
There f were m about°th?° Seeding o^the pa?tlcular C jSb!: 8 " 

liZ Sol iS 2°i lar f i a «hes. The caps differed from tS 

msjr caps in that; they had ear flaps and dull visors * 

f lt 8 ?^ 6 ^ ?C+-a a ^ 01 * ^^Its consisted of: those' who were not physically 
service ’ those Who were politically unreliable ?so 
S3 el?hS oJ B ^Iv and 2f rtaln l^ividualswho did ™t £S?y ?aU In- 
s3s3^J aiSL^n t ° other categories. Source was not politicSly- 
l£b?? tr3ws fS * Commu ? l8 t> and only volunteered for the 

dutv r ®® 8on8 of personal convenience and to avoid military 

llblr uS?rSs y ve^ e s^i? ent ? Se ° f Politically- reliable peJsom ll * 
served with ?®5* y 8ma H- Source received two leva a month while he 

SJS SSSJ - r 2k 


7 • Buildings and Residences 


Apartment build- 
ing for Soviet 
specialists 


Subordination 
Ministry of War 


Location 

Sofia, Stalin 
ulitsa 


Mis tfttsssi 
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location FPN 

Sofia, Zagore Unit 

ulitsa, No. 4 
or 6 (?) 

Col Gen PANCHEVSK.IY, the highest-ranking officer in the Bulgarian 

Army, lived on tne ground floor of this building. An unidentified 
Soviet specialist occupied the second (top) floor. The house was 
guarded inside and outside. 

Building Subordination Location FPN 

Building of the Ministry of War Sofia, Dondukov link 

Ministry of War ulitsa, opposite 

the Balkan Thea- 
ter. 

This building housed about 130 families of Bulgarian officials, inelud- 
20 to 30 families Of Soviet specialists. 

MILITARY FORTIFICATIONS 

8. See page 8 for the pinpoint location of trenches and MG nests in the 

vicinity of Zhivovtsi.3 . . 

, VEHICLE NUMBERS 

9. All military vehicles had white license plates with red letters and 
numbers. The prefix "B" (pronounced "V" for voyska ) indicated that the 
vehicle belonged to the Bulgarian Army. The prefix, TB" (pronounced 
,r GV" for granichno voyska ) indicated that the vehicle belonged.. tooborder 
guard troops . The prefix "BB" (pronounced "W" for vozdushny voysky ) 
indicated that the vehicle belonged to the Bulgarian Air Force. The pre- 
fixes were usually followed by five numbers. 

:i 

10. Many military vehicles, usually Skoda sedans, bore civilian license 
plates and were especially reserved for Soviet military specialists who 
Worked in Bulgaria. Civilian license plates were white with black let- 
ters and numbers. The prefix "C^" (pronounced "SF" for Sofia) was Usual- 
ly followed by two groups of two numbers each and separated by a hyphen, 
e.g*, 00 25-33. These cars were usually driven by Bulgarians in uni- 
form. All of these cars, used by Soviet personnel, were kept in a 
garage on Serdika ulitsa, 25 (?), in Sofia, near the intersection of 
Serdika ulitsa with St. Cyril ulitsa and Metodi. ulitsa. Source Installed a 
heating system in this garage, Soviet personnel almost always wore 
civilian clothes} however, in rare instances, he saw some in uniform but 
could remember no details of the uniform, 

MILITARY MANPOWER AND MILITARY EDUCATION 

Reserves 

s- 7. 

11. Bulgarian Army reserve officers were partially drawn from the better- 
; educated draftees. Source emphasized that, even under the Communist 

regime at this time, education still played an important part, A secret 
unpublished law, passed about May or June 1954* stated that anyone with 
a higher education (university) who did not accept a reserve commission 
before May or June 1954 and who had attended a university prior to the 
introduction of military training, would bo inducted as a soldier. An 
individual would then have to remain in the army only one year instead of 
three ; most Bulgarians had heard and knew about this law. Source bene- 
fited from it and only served one year with the Labor Troops Brigade; 
however, this law did not apply to anyone who accepted d reserve commis- 
sion. For instance, source had a friend with a university education who 
was drafted as an EM before that date and, after serving about two years, 
went to an OCS school and became a reserve officer (Junior lieutenant) 
after graduation# Source knew no further details about the 
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Minister of War 
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h?« 0 ?^OH e a d !J ra 2u 0n ' or tlie con tents of the course. Source knew that 
d ,* a I? d ot 5 er reserve officers were recalled for periodic tours 
of active duty and refresher training but knew none of the details . 

Source knew a retired Bulgarian lieutenant colonel who, after serving 
r*<a*o^w£ e ?^^ d °f time in the regular army, was considered a 

colonel it^caserof war° nel &n<3 COuld have been 1, ® cal l® d as a lieutenant 

or 1951, all university and higher-technical school students, 
Source n h< D f?^^ , <-^ e ^ ad ^undergo compulsory military training. 

2u tha ^ ey had at least 10 hours a we ®k of military sub- 
ecaus ®. ^ there had been some talk of the heavy study-loads. in 

thS r° J?° urs of military subjects, students had to take 
i« 0 ^» Ur8 s Of other subjects. Source was not required to partici- 
wf, f 3? university-level compulsory military training program 

?nfbv < J£L e »l< Sa 2? Uld n ° t have completed themilltary train- 

graduation time. Source considered this a handicap to the 
future careers of the members of his class because students he knew 
who competed this military training and who were politically-reliable 
became reserve officers and did not have to serve as ordinary soldiers. 

Women in the Armed Forces 

?arv C ,™™~? d many wo “® n uniform. A large number of female mili- 
Sn P «h! , 1 were in the Bulgarian armed forces, and he had even seen 
women who were air force pilots. He could not, however, list any spe- 

th f .m Uti Sf Sfi y ome 2 £ h f arm ? d forces nor give any further details 
training ?h.^ e ii* Ved tha £ they fu Hy-P a rticipated in all military 

they served under the same conditions as the men, and 
that they all served voluntarily, 

STATE SECURITY PERSONNEL UNIFORMS 

?J a ^f security personnel could be most easily distinguished by their 

itfirwile* and « » he li S h t blue piping on their shoulder boards; 

otherwise, their uniform was similar to that of the army personnel 
Source saw women in the state security service only rarely but , 

Sofia^several^ti lleutenant colonel of the state security service in 


1 . 


2 . 
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h . _ a T , j Sj ment : Apparently, the same physical reception point could 
have different numbers, .from time to time, or possibly more than 
one number when groups entered «*t the same time but had different 
'destina-t ions . 

for biographic information on Koynov, Rashev, Dimov, 
Mitov, Mishonov, and Kassianov, 

o| x * 1A lj||PL22HS|£i" Source was asked to give some estimate of the num- 
Ders ana dimensions of trenches which could be dug by labor units. 
ftC te , that a labor brigade, comprising an estimated minimum 

M ?ino COUld dlg from 900 to 1 - 000 °f trenches a year. 

^1,000 men digging an average of three meters a day each for 300 

days in the year.) Source considered this a conservative estimate. 
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Legend to the Organizational Chart of PRONO (Planning Or gan ization of !the 
Ministry of National Defense (page~ 7 ) i * 



1. Director - Rasho Rashev, an architect. 

2. Chief Engineer - Luben Mitov, an engineer, 2 

3. Technical Control Section - Comprised of approximately five to six employ- 
ees, this section checked, approved, and signed each project. The sec- 
tion was headed by Grozhdanov (fnu), an engineer, who was 35 years old 
and a Communist. He was liked by his men and lived with Mitov. 

Personnel Section - Comprised of approximately three persons. The chief 
was a woman, Konova (fnu), about 25 years old and a Communist. 


5. Political^ Of fleer (or Deputy for Political Matters) - This officer was 
the only Bulgarian Army officer among the executive or administrative 
personnel* He was about 45 years old but source cannot remember his name. 

6 . Architectural Sections (2) - Each section had about 10 to 15 persons; it 
was aplit only because of the large number of personnel; however, they 
apparently did the same work, which was the architectural planning for 
all military constructions . 

7 . Engineering Section - About 20 persons worked in this section which 
concerned itself with construction-engineering plans . 

8. Water Supply and Canalization Section - About 10 persons worked in this 
section. 
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Mechanical Section - About seven to eight persons worked here and made 
plans for heating and ventilation Installations, air raid sh elters, kit- 
chen installations , publi c baths, laundries, and POL dumps. 


10 . Electrical Section 
six persons . 


Source knew only that this section consisted of 


11. Air Force Section - This section consisted almost exclusively of air 
force officers. There were about 15 to 20. Some wore uniforms, others 
did not. Until 1 February 1953, they were direetly under the Bulgarian 
«ir Fferce and were not a part of PRONO. After that date, they became an 
integral part of PRONO. The chiefs were a Major, (Eng.) MISH0N0V (fnu) 
and Major (Eng.) KASSIANOV (fnu)f This section planned airfields. 


I 2 * H ighway Section - Approximately six persons worked in this section, which 
planned highways and roads. 


13. Estimates Section - Ten to fifteen persons made estimates on labor and 
material of the various military construction projects. 

1^. Publications Section - About five or six persons performed purely mechani- 
Cft l tasks in this section .whi^i .consisted ’of 1 gathering reports, binding 
them, and processing them. This section also kept unclassified printed 
matter on file. 


15. Secret Section - This section had three or four persons who classified 
plans and documents . 

l8. AeeuukiLlng Section - Seven or eight persons worked in this section. 

17. Typing Section - About seven typists worked in this section. 
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Organizational Chart of £1010 {Planning Organisation of theMinlgtry ®f lati&nal- m 


Date of Infos August 1953 "*feo- September 1954. 
Basis of Infos Personal Observation. Source 
worked in the Mechanical 
Section* 


*nlgarift.. 


Chief 2eehiiiaai ; ,0dfh* 

Engineer ' 2 ' trod SA^on \ 3 ) 


Personnel 
Section W 


Political 
Officer (5/ 


First rg) Second 

Architectural Architecture! 
Section - ' Section - 


u -p 1 . -I— I 

Engineering .. Water Supply , . Mechanical •' Electrical , . 

Section v *' and Canal iza- ' s ' Section Section ' 10 ' 

tion Section - . 


— i , i -r . 1 v , 1 

Air Force (jj) Highway Qg\ Estimates Puhlicatit 

Section Section Section k Section 


— i. i — »- 

Publication? ^ 4 ) -J /ir\ 

Section Section I V 


Mote: Humhers in parentheses indicate the numbers on the legend to this 
annex* 
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Trenches^ L ocate d ip the Vicinity of Zhivovt^i 


25X1 A 


4330 - 4 “ 

2310 


Map Ref: 

Sheet V 3 » WRAZA 
Bulgaria 
Scale 1:100, 00C 

Date of Info: 
Eeb-Mar 53 


Basis of Info: 




2300 

-j-4320 


H0TE: Each of the trenches was approx 110 cm deep, 1 m 
wide at the top, and 50 cm wide at the “bottom. 

They were arranged as two concentric circles 
around the hillside. The first was about 20 m 
from the summit of the hill; the second was dug 
about *30-40 m from the first. Earth was piled in 
front of them to form a sort of breastwork. Source 
stated that earthen MO emplacements were built 
along the trenches, but he did not see any of them 
Source added that he was required to dig 4-5 zq 
each day he worked on the trenches. He noticed 
that they did not withstand bad weather and that 
rains would wash most of them away. 
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